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ADVOCATING FOR OUR PATIENTS

Leads to

Community and Political Action

“Communities Health Advocacy Day”

Doctors Council SEIU members pride ourselves on reinforces the need for fully funded public health services

being a union for doctors AND A VOICE FOR PATIENTS0
have a voice for patient care be heard, we realzenust work
with community organizations as well as electedtiotdns.

In May, Doctors Council SEIU coordinated with

community advocacy organizations in planning a “@umities
Health Advocacy Day” to be held on May "™@o get our
message across to the City Council to restoredaired funds
to protect patient services that our communitiesdne

Dr. Frank Proscia, Executive Director of Doctors @wil SEIU
(pictured center standing behind seated woman), catnmunity
planning meeting.

The community coalition became known as The
People’s Budget Coalition for Public Health Member
Organizations and included diverse groups and civic
advocacy organizations that focus on a wide range of
issues such as health, children, immigration, education
and housing. The large and diverse coalition is rallying
against the Mayor’'s proposed public health budget cuts
that endanger our health and safety. Especially life-
threatening are deep slashes or elimination of children’s
health clinics, dental services, mental health programs,
HIV/AIDS programs, and the infant mortality reduction
initiative. The “eyes and ears” of public health are located
in communities. The public health professionals and
community organizations have the pulse of what is going
on in our neighborhoods. The spread of epidemics

in our communities. Given the economic climate, we need
to preserve vital public health services now more than
ever. These services are needed to ensure that children
and families stay healthy and can continue to contribute to
the recovery of the city and vitality of their communities.

Community members signing our banner that was
presented to the City Coull.

The growing coalition includes the following
organizations:  Brooklyn Perinatal Network, Children’s
Defense Fund of New York, Citizens’ Committee for
Children, Coalition for Asian American Children and
Families, Commission on the Public’'s Health System,
Community Development Project of the Urban Justice
Center, District Council 37, Doctors Council SEIU, El
Centro de Inmigrantes, Family Health Project, Federation
of County Networks and the Citywide Coalition to End
Infant Mortality, Fort Greene SNAP, Housing Works,
Freedom Community Center, Indo-China Sino American
Community Center, Make The Road-NY, New York
Immigration Coalition, New York State Coalition for School
Based Health Centers, New York State Nurses
Association, Nos Quedamos, Parent to Parent-New York
State, and The Bronx Health Link.
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The patient care and services advocated for include:

Children’s Dental Clinics — The city Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) has proposed
to eliminate the City's Children’'s Oral Health
Program by July 2009.

Child Health Clinics — These clinics are operated by
the City’'s Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC),
but funding comes through the DOHMH so that the
clinics can receive State matching funds.

Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative
HIV/AIDS Prevention and Services
School Health Services

Child Mental Health Services

Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and
Developmental Disability Programs in HHC and
voluntary programs.

Primary Care Initiative

A full day’s worth of activity started in the morning of
May 20", as the coalition met with many different City
Council Members. Following these meetings, a rally was
held at 12:30 P.M. outside the legislative offices of the City
Council where members of the community stopped by to
sign our banner that had a message to the City Council to
restore the funding needed to save these patient care
services. Our message read: “Dear City Council: Restore
the funding- Help Save & protect our safety net health
programs. Sincerely, The kids, youth, parents, people
with disabilities, communities, workers & voters of NYC”.

Various City Council Members and other politicians
spoke at the rally as well as community members, kids,
parents and doctors. An 18-year old child who went to a
dentist for the very first time in his life utilizing the Oral
Health Program spoke about the need to save the
program.

Later on in the evening of the Communities Health
Advocacy Day, members of Doctors Council SEIU
attended an event for City Council Members and met with
more politicians.

Members of the Community Coalition gather outside the City
Council legislative offices prior to meeting with various City
Council Members.

Advocacy Day Followed By
Testimony At City Council
Budget Hearing

We present our banner to the City Council at Budget Hearing.

The Communities Health Advocacy Day on May 20"
was followed by community members, parents, children,
doctors and others testifying before the City Council
budget hearing on May 27".

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
(DOHMH) appeared before the City Council to explain its
budget cuts. Members of the City Council grilled outgoing
DOHMH Commissioner Thomas Frieden on many of his
cuts, especially the proposed termination of the Oral
Health Program. Commissioner Frieden is leaving in early
June to head the Federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Council Member Robert Jackson asked many in-depth
guestions of the DOHMH. Council Member Letitia James
thanked Commissioner Frieden for his service and stated
that he need not worry about the Oral Health Program
being terminated as the Council had the votes to restore
the funds.

The activities of May, including the Communities
Health Advocacy Day and testifying before the City
Council, got our message to the politicians, as during June
the City Council and the Mayor negotiated over next fiscal
year’s budget.

Dr. Frank Proscia, Executive Director of Doctors
Council SEIU, notes that “To effectively and more strongly
represent our patients and patient care services we have
to be involved in the community and with politicians. We
have to speak for those who can not speak for
themselves. By working with such a large and diverse
coalition of community groups we can better get our
message out to the communities, politicians and media.
We need to have a continued relationship with the
community groups and politicians so when there is an
issue we have an avenue to address it and mobilize if
necessary.”
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